Stay
Connected
13th September

PLEASE READ THIS TO KEEP INFORMED!
Dear friends,
On a recent webinar the following quote was given: ‘Part of
the discomfort is the dispelling of the myth we were ever in
control.’ On Wednesday this week we woke to the news
that the government are changing the guidelines about the
number of people who can meet both inside or outside. It is
good to know that we can still meet for private prayer and
for worship on Sundays. As I write I am still waiting for
clarification about groups who meet in the Church Centre. It
is indeed unsettling for all of us, me included, as we like to
know what is happening and plan ahead. It does make me
realise that we are not in control of our lives. Perhaps it is
not a bad lesson to learn, as many of us too often want
things our own way. We don't like to be told what to do and
how to do it. We like to believe that we can live our lives our
way and that we are our own boss.
As Christians though, this should never be so. In our
readings for Sunday recently we heard Jesus' teaching on
taking up our cross and of following Him and of dying to self.
I believe that this means relinquishing control of our own
lives, our wants, desires and wishes and of allowing the Lord
to guide and lead us each day. It's how we become more
and more like Jesus, by allowing Him into the driving seat of

our lives. At the moment my
daughter is learning to drive and I
have been taking her out in my car.
Sitting in the passenger seat while
she drives is not an easy thing. She is
nearly ready to take her test when
she can get one, but it is hard not to
be in control.
So rather than kick against
government guidelines, see it as a learning exercise about
humility. It's not just about doing what is best for us, but it's
about what is best for the protection of others. Also see that
it can teach us about allowing Jesus to take control of our
lives. In all these changes know that He never changes and
that we can trust Him for each day and for all our
tomorrows. He is indeed our Rock, our strong foundation,
our shield, or shepherd, our leader, the Lord of all and that
includes our lives.
God bless

St Mary’s Hutton and St Augustine’s Locking are open on
Sundays for worship at 10am and then at 11am.
There are a limited number of seats at each service due to social
distancing. Because of this we are asking everyone to REGISTER EVERY
WEEK to say that they are coming to either service. In order to do this
please ring Phil Etchells on 814461 from 12noon – 5pm any day.
Seats will be allocated on a first come, first served basis.
The wearing of a face covering is mandatory.

St Mary’s Hutton and St Augustine’s Locking church buildings are
open for private prayer on Thursdays 10am - 12noon only.
Each session will be supervised and all seating will be at a distance of 2
metres. If you have any questions about this please contact the
wardens: For Locking Eddie and Mary French 01934 813634, for Hutton
Dave Bradley 01934 814205 and Mary Potter 01934 812788.
The You Tube Videos and 'Stay Connected' are on both Hutton
(http://www.stmaryshutton.org/video.htm) and Locking
(http://www.staugustineslocking.org.uk/video.htm) websites.
Got some good news? - then why not share it here so we can all
celebrate. A special anniversary, a new baby, an engagement, an
achievement. It can be something big or very small - if it's good news
then let us all know.

xx

NOTE: If you are registering for
Sunday 20th of September
could you also register for
Sunday 27th at the same time.
Contact information

Church website www.stmaryshutton.org
www.staugustineslocking.org
Facebook
ww.facebook.com/staugustineslocking/
Benefice office Tel: 01934 822857
email: huttonandlocking@gmail.com
Rev Anne Wilkins Tel: 01934 823556
email: revdannelee@yahoo.co.uk
Collect for The Fourteenth Sunday after
Trinity: Almighty God, whose only Son has
opened for us a new and living way into your
presence: give us pure hearts and steadfast
wills to worship you in spirit and in truth;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is
alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
Hutton APCM will be on Tuesday 29th
September at 7pm in church. If you wish to
attend then please ring 823556 to register.

NATURE NOTES
The inter-tidal
zone of a beach is
a fascinating
habitat, and to
look down into a
rock pool is like
entering another
world. It is a
harsh
environment too,
requiring all living
organisms to
cope with the twice daily onslaught of the sea, and the subsequent
exposure to air and heat for those not permanently covered by water. It
always amazes me how tiny molluscs can manage to cling on to the rocks
in the teeth of a heavy storm swell, only to succumb to predation by
seabirds or their own kind: the round holes in empty mussel shells are
made by predating dog whelks. Sea anemones are extremely sensitive to
the slightest movement of the water, and respond by extending their
tentacles to feed. I particularly like the green and pink-tipped snakelocks
anemone. Then there is the whole array of different kinds of seaweeds
and the delicate soft corals, besides all the tiny fishes and almost
transparent baby prawns, not to mention crabs; you are never too old to
go rock pooling! Gillian
Next week we celebrate
Harvest in both churches at
both services. This year we are
collecting goods that will go to
the Food Bank. They are being
specific about what they need
at the moment, these are:
Tinned potatoes, Instant
mashed potatoes, Shampoo
and deodorants, Tinned meats
plus any other food items you
would like to include, but
please no pasta! In Hutton
please places your gifts around
the font and in Locking please
keep them to the end of the
service and
place at the
altar on the
way out.
Thank you.
When lockdown came upon us
I was still collecting subs for
Compassion 2020. If you have
not paid but wish to continue
to support Abonesh please
could you either let me have
£15 or just let me know that
you wish to remain as a
sponsor and I will put it in until
I see you. Many thanks and
stay well. Kay

Any Foodbank donations can be left on
the doorstep of John and Margaret
Bailey, 31 Willow Drive, Hutton or Chris
and Anne Wilkins, The Vicarage, The
Green, Locking, where they will be
collected and taken to the foodbank.
They are in need of:
Tinned potatoes
Instant mashed potatoes
Shampoo and deodorants
Tinned meats
Plus any other food items people want
to include but please no pasta!

Readings for the coming week
Why not read the readings through
slowly twice and before you do ask
God to speak to you today.
We are reading through Acts.
Sunday 13th September
Matthew 18.21–end
Monday 14th September
Acts 13.13–43
Tuesday 15th September
Acts 13.44–14.7
Wednesday 16th September
Acts 14.8–end
Thursday 17th September
Acts 15.1–21
Friday 18th September Acts 15.22–35
Saturday 19th September
Acts 15.36–16.5

Learning to love again.
The world is becoming a desolate place,
Fear and hate are prevailing,
We're here on the Earth to give it our care,
But currently we are failing.
With poverty, global warming and war,
Disaster and chaos have unfurled,
We have to try to come together,
Only then can we change the world.
As war rains down on our planet,
Surrounded by the cry of pain,
There has to be a way for us,
To learn how hope again.
Protesters are out on the streets,
And borders keep us divided,
The only way for us to bring change,
Is to stand together, united.
If we want to improve our world,
We need to take this to heart,
It will be harder to stand together,
If we've already fallen apart.
Blurred lines between truth and lies,
What is there for us to gain?
There has to be a way for us,
To learn how to trust again.
Lies have become a commonplace,
We've built up tough exteriors,
So for every act of kindness,
There seem to be motives ulterior.
No matter your colour, or gender,
We all have our beating hearts,
We need more reasons to stay together,
Than the ones that keep us apart.
We can all make a difference,
If we try it will not be in vain,
There has to be a way for us,
To learn how to live again.
If we choose to live in love,
Our differences make us strong,
But social media and insecurities,
Make us feel like we don't belong.
Violence only begets violence,
We need to live in hope and trust,
All of this will be achievable,
When 'them' becomes an 'us'.
Hate is easy, love is a risk,
When nobody thinks the same,
There has to be a way for us,
To learn how to love again.
© Alyx Carter
Please pray for Diane Hiscocks as she is
working at Weston General Hospital on the
Covid ward. Pray for her safety as well as
all the other staff.

Matthew 18: 21 - end (NIVUK)
The parable of the unmerciful servant
21 Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, ‘Lord, how
many times shall I forgive my brother or sister who
sins against me? Up to seven times?’
22 Jesus answered, ‘I tell you, not seven times, but
seventy-seven times.
23 ‘Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king
who wanted to settle accounts with his servants. 24
As he began the settlement, a man who owed him
ten thousand bags of gold was brought to him. 25
Since he was not able to pay, the master ordered that
he and his wife and his children and all that he had be
sold to repay the debt.
26 ‘At this the servant fell on his knees before him.
“Be patient with me,” he begged, “and I will pay back
everything.” 27 The servant’s master took pity on
him, cancelled the debt and let him go.

Reflections on Matthew 18: 15 - 20
Forgive me if I’ve used this quote before, but reading
todays passage brings me back to Mark Twain. He
was not a follower of orthodox Christianity, but he
knew his Bible! And for me his most wise Biblical
observation was this:- “It’s not those parts of the
Bible that I can’t understand that bother me, it’s the
parts that I DO understand.”
The need for forgiveness to be as much an ongoing
hallmark of our lives as Christians as, say, love,
generosity, and mercy, is the “simple” teaching in this
passage. Please note the context of this episode – it’s
in a chapter which starts with the words “..the
disciples came to Jesus and asked ‘Who is the
greatest in the kingdom of Heaven?’(v1).
Peter thought he was being smart and very holy in
v21. The Jewish Rabbis of his day taught that you
needed to forgive someone 3 times – so, knowing
that Jesus teaching topped the legal requirements, he
suggests 7 times – the Biblical number of
completeness. He thought he was going to get a
commendation from Jesus ….. how wrong he was! In
saying not 7 times, but seventy times seven (or 77,
according to the version you’re reading), Jesus is
saying forgiveness is not a matter of law (ie you don’t
keep a list of hurts which cuts off at 7) but of grace (it
is limitless). This conversation, of course, came
before Peter had any real understanding of Jesus
upcoming sacrificial death for us, and when Peter
used the term “brother” he was almost certainly only
thinking of fellow Jews – it was only much later (in
Acts Ch10) that God gave him a vision that Jesus
death and resurrection was for EVERYONE – Jew and
non-Jew alike.

28 ‘But when that servant went out, he found one of his fellow
servants who owed him a hundred silver coins. He grabbed him and
began to choke him. “Pay back what you owe me!” he demanded.
29 ‘His fellow servant fell to his knees and begged him, “Be patient
with me, and I will pay it back.”
30 ‘But he refused. Instead, he went off and had the man thrown
into prison until he could pay the debt. 31 When the other servants
saw what had happened, they were outraged and went and told
their master everything that had happened.
32 ‘Then the master called the servant in. “You wicked servant,” he
said, “I cancelled all that debt of yours because you begged me to.
33 Shouldn’t you have had mercy on your fellow servant just as I
had on you?” 34 In anger his master handed him over to the jailers
to be tortured, until he should pay back all he owed.
35 ‘This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you
forgive your brother or sister from your heart.’
So, part of the answer to the disciples
question in v1 is…..the person who forgives
others in the same way as God forgives us (ie
without limit). People tend to know the
saying “To err is human, to forgive, divine”;
many think it comes from the Bible (it
doesn’t, it’s part of an 18th century poem).
But the saying is only partly true – it’s also
partly a cop-out. To BRING us back into
relationship with God, we have to ask for –
and receive – his forgiveness; to KEEP us in clear relationship with
God includes us living as forgiving people each and every day –
which we can only do by Gods Holy Spirit living within us ……. And
even then we don’t always get it right! Its part of why, in our
worshipping together, we say early on a “prayer of general
confession”. At the precise moment of typing this reflection, I can’t
think of any of my human relationships where there is outstanding
unforgiveness/need for reconciliation; if I’m wrong please come
and tell me! But I couldn’t have typed this without first coming
before God in prayer to check it out. Can I encourage you to make
such a “check out” part of your prayer life; I do on a regular basis
….. and if the Lord brings any unforgiveness to mind I try to sort it
immediately. Does that make ME “the greatest in the Kingdom of
Heaven”? Of course not! But I hope it does show that I’m trying to
take the issue of forgiveness as seriously as Jesus did in talking to
Peter.
And how will the currently non-believing world take our message
seriously if they don’t see us displaying forgiveness …… both within
the church and beyond? The need to forgive is one matter on
which the world and the church pretty much agree – not just for
our spiritual health, but for our physical, emotional and mental
health too.
I started this reflection with Mark Twain. I’ll end with George
Harrison, and words from the Travelling Wilburys song “The End of
the Line”……..”Well it’s all right, remember to live and let live/Well
it’s all right, the best you can do is forgive.” Amen. Cliff Dumbell.

Home study - take time to read
Matthew 21 - end and reflect on these
questions.
1. Do you find it easy to forgive people? Do you think
that it is possible to forget as well as to forgive?

cancelled. If we look at our lives where have we experienced
this grace and forgiveness of God. How easy do we find the
concept of forgiveness being a gift? What difference does
knowing that we have been forgiven make to our lives?
4. How does knowing we are forgiven affect the way that we
behave towards others?

2. Have there ever been times when you have had to
keep forgiving somebody? How did that feel? How has
God helped you in this?

5. Why might the man in the story not go on to cancel the
small debt of the second man?

3. In the story that Jesus told the king is meant to be
God and the man who owed him a lot was meant to be
us. The man pleaded with the king and the debt was

6. How does the teaching of Jesus make us feel - that if we
don't forgive others then we are not forgiven ourselves?
Does this cause us to want to make changes in our lives?

Shoebox Appeal 2020
Just to let you all know we will be continuing
with our Shoebox appeal again this year even
with COVID-19. In fact there will be more
need this year too especially because of
COVID and the recent disaster in Beirut. I am
going arrange with Anne how we can
distribute the empty boxes and any issues
regarding collection of them. We will again
purchase the boxes for us all to fill. So you
could now start collecting small items to put
in them as you you now start to go out
shopping again. The launch in both churches
will be on Sunday 4th October and the final
date for collection is Sunday 1st November.
Also if you have spare time knitted hats and
gloves are always required and I do have
patterns and some wool if anyone wants
them. Please contact me if you need any
further information or if you would like to fill
a box and haven’t done before. Email jr.bailey@live.co.uk or Tel 815308. Thank
you. Margaret.

Wind Whispers
Softly whispering Spirit
blow gently into our lives
Blow softly into our minds
and bring peace
Blow softly into our thoughts
and bring understanding
Blow softly into our concerns
and bring calm
Blow softly into our fears
and bring courage
Blow softly into our hearts
and bring love
Life giving Spirit
breathe Your Life into our lives
This day and every day
Amen
Elizabeth Mills

PRAYER CHAIN - If you need prayer for yourself or another then there is
a team of people ready to pray. For Locking, please contact Anne
Wilkins – e-mail revdannelee@yahoo.co.uk or phone 823556 or for
Hutton Kay Cole e-mail kcole1307@gmail.com or phone 811424 and
they will send out the prayer request.
Prayer requests - please feel free to send prayer requests to Chris in the
office, if you would like them to be included on this sheet, or call Anne
on 823556 or 07964 764324. If you would like someone to pray with
you please call Anne and she will pray on the phone.
The next Stay Connected will come out on Friday 18th September.
All material to huttonandlocking @gmail.com before Wed 16th Sept.
Thanks. Chris Wilkins.

Nehemiah
8:10
(NIV-UK)
The joy of
the Lord is
your
strength.

The Red Cross
has launched a
help line for
anyone that is
“feeling lonely or worried,
finding it difficult to access
food or medication, or are
concerned about someone
else who is”
Call free and confidential on
0808 196 3651 to chat to a
Red Cross volunteer.
� Help is offered with:
� Help with practical
information and advice.
� Emotional support.
� Connecting with local
support.
� The phone line is open
daily from 10am to 6pm.

As from Wednesday 9th September,
the MUSTARD SEED COFFEE morning
ON WEDNESDAYS will be held in the
Main Hall of HUTTON VILLAGE HALL.
The times are the same – 10 – 12 noon.
The usual social distancing will apply and
we ask that people intending to come
ring Eric & Gill on 813716
so that we don’t exceed
the number we are allowed.
If the weather is suitable
we will have a few tables outside.
A one way system will operate.
Many thanks again to those who have supported
us while we met outside in the garden;
and who have bought from Gill’s
Fairtrade stock through her delivery service.
This has really supported the Fairtrade cause well
during the Lockdown and we have enjoyed some
lovely fellowship during this difficult time.
Gill & Eric 813716

